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Advertisements for Recruitment of Research Participants

1. One method of research participant recruitment is through direct advertisements,
which is advertising that is intended to be seen or heard by prospective participants
to seek their participation in a research study. It includes, but not necessarily limited
to: newspaper, websites, bulletin boards, posters, flyers, brochures, email messages
and invitation letters to potential participants. When direct advertising is to be used,
ACMS IRB will review the information contained in the advertisement and the mode
of its communication. All advertisements cannot be displayed or used until ACMS IRB
has reviewed and approved the final version.

2. All advertisements MUST:
a. Be written in simple language.

b. State that the study is research and includes the use of an investigational drug
or device if applicable.

3. The following items may be included in the advertisement; however, inclusions of all
the listed items are not required:

a. Name and address of the PI
b. Purpose of the research study
c. Summary of the eligibility criteria of research participants.

d. A straightforward description of potential benefits to research participation. Do
not overstate.

e. A brief list of procedures involved.

f. The time or other commitment required of the research participants (e.g.
number of visits, duration of study, etc)

g. Any compensation or reimbursement. (Advertisements may state that subjects
will be paid but should not use bold or enlarged print or other means to
emphasize payment. The amount to be paid should not be included.)

h. Location where the research will be conducted
i. Contact person and details for further information

4. The following may NOT be included in the advertisement:
a. State or imply a certainty of favorable outcome or other benefits beyond what
is outlined in the informed consent document and protocol.
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b. Claims of safety, effectiveness, equivalence or superiority in reference to the
drug, device or procedure under investigation

c. Use of the term “new” in reference to a treatment, drug or device without
explaining that the test article is investigational

d. Use of the term “free” in reference to treatment or procedures
e. Use of catchy words like “exciting”, “fast” or “earn”

f. A statement or an implication of Ethics Committees/Ministry of Health/Health
Sciences Authority endorsement of the research

g. Promise “free medical treatment” when the intent is only to say participants
will not be charged for taking part in the research.

h. Use of exculpatory language

i. Makes claims about the drug, biologic or device under investigation that are
inconsistent with currently approved labelling.
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